Four Rivers Special Education District

Garrison School

936 West Michigan Avenue   Jacksonville, Illinois  62650

(217) 245-7174

To:      Parents

From:  Rhonda Massey, Principal

Re:      School Year 2017-18
Date:   August 1, 2017
As the new school year approaches, we look forward to serving your child here at Garrison School.  We appreciate all of the cooperation and support that you give us.  
Enclosed you will find several items that you will need:

1. Student Handbook (Please sign and return the verification form.)

2. Official school calendar

3. Registration cards:  Please fill out the Pink and White card.  Include at least two emergency phone numbers that will allow us to reach you or leave a message in the event of an emergency with your child.

4. Release forms to allow your student to have their picture/articles in the newspaper, participate in school-sponsored field trips, watch videos at school, and internet use.
5. Book and supply rental waiver fee.  (Please fill out and return.)

6. Parent’s medication release form (Your child cannot be given medicine without this form along with the signed Doctor form.)  If you would like for your child to have medicines such as Tylenol PRN, please have the dr. complete this and we will keep it on file. 
7. Medicaid letter
8. Transition form (If your student is 13 or older.)
First Day of School and School Hours

Garrison’s school hours are from 8:15 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  Our first day of school will be August 16th with regular dismissal.  Breakfast and lunch will be served.  You will be notified if there are early dismissal times for excessive heat. Please listen for announcements on your local radio or television channel.  Check with your local superintendent on bus pick-up times.  Jacksonville residents should call Mekelle Neathery at 243-7402.
Delayed Start to the School Day

If the weather is projected to be initially hazardous but conditions will improve as the day goes on, Garrison School may have a 2 hour delayed start.  School would start at 10:15 on those days.  

One call will notify parents when this is necessary.  You may also listen on the local radio and television stations. 
Book and Supply Rental

There will be a book fee of $65.00 for Kindergarten, $65.00 for grades 1-6, $90.00 for grades 7-8 and $90.00 for grades 9-12.  If you are eligible for a waiver of these fees, complete the enclosed form.  Please make checks for fees payable to Four Rivers Special Education District.

Breakfast/Lunch Prices

Garrison School is participating in the Community Eligibility Program this year.  All students will be provided with a free breakfast and lunch. 
 If students have provided the appropriate form allowing them to purchase an extra lunch or breakfast, prices will be as follows:  
Breakfast is $1.25; lunch price is $2.05 for K-8 and $2.60 for High School students. 
Milk is .40/carton while juice is .30/carton.  
Students will not be allowed to charge extra lunches, breakfasts or milk/juice.  They may have money on account as needed.  Please make checks payable to Four Rivers Special Education District.
Health Forms

If your child is enrolled in 6th or 9th grade, he/she is due for a physical exam.  You will need to bring in proof of this and any other physical or immunizations.  For new students, we will need copies of all health records prior to enrollment.  Students entering 2nd and 6th grades must show proof of dental exam also.  Students that are found out of compliance by October 15, 2016, may be denied transportation by the home district.  Letters have been sent to parents about what your child needs for the coming school year.
Student Absences

Garrison School stresses the importance of excellent attendance and we hope you will support us in this effort and assure that your child comes to school every day.  We are attempting to prepare our students for the work world.  

We encourage all of our students to have perfect attendance and recognize students with perfect attendance for the quarter with $10.00 per quarter.  Any student who has perfect attendance for the year is recognized with an additional $40.00.  In order for the students to receive the perfect attendance award, they must be present for the entire day of each school day.  A day is considered to be 8:45 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for perfect attendance.
An attendance committee has been established to consider extenuating circumstances for certain awards (excluding perfect attendance), upon written request from the student.
We are required to report truancy on any student who has missed 9 or more days in the past year.  Likewise, when your child has missed 3, 6, and 9 days, we will send the parent/guardian a letter.  This letter will be sent whether the absence is excused or unexcused. 
If your child is going to be absent from school, we ask that you call the teacher at (217) 245-7174 between 8:00 a.m. and 8:30 a.m. that morning.  

Sex Offender Information

As required by P.A. 94-994, Four Rivers Special Education District would like to inform you of your right to access information regarding registered sex offenders that is available to the public.  You may access this information through the Illinois State Police website http://www.isp.state.il.us/ .  Access is free and can be searched by name, zip code, or county.  

Please return all materials requested with your student the first day of school or to:

Rhonda Massey, Principal

Garrison School

936 West Michigan Avenue

Jacksonville, Illinois  62650

Enclosures

